Micro-research Assignment # 2:  Comparing Journalistic Approaches 

(1-2 page double spaced)

For this assignment, you will compare how one story is covered by two different types of news outlets.  Find a story that is covered quite differently by the two outlets you choose.  One of these outlets should represent what is typically considered “mainstream” news in the U.S. – such as a major daily newspaper, a network-affiliated local news broadcast, or a national network news broadcast.   The other outlet should represent some sort of “alternative” media,  which could include a local community outlet, an ethnic news outlet,  a labor news outlet, a news outlet explicitly affiliated with a partisan or ideological perspective, a literary or “new journalism” outlet, a religious news source, or a news source based outside of the U.S.    Even though some of these sources may overtly favor a particular political perspective, please do not focus on opinion pieces or editorials.  Instead you should compare the “news reporting” between different outlets.  
You have a couple of choices for how to complete this assignment:

1) Find two articles focusing on the same event.  For instance, let’s say you were focusing on the story of Koua Fong Lee, a St. Paul man in prison for a case of vehicular manslaughter that he says was the result of Toyota braking error.  You might compare two articles reporting on the recent ruling granting Lee a new trial.  This makes for a better comparison than if you try to compare one article written just after Lee was arrested with another written after the new trial was granted.  
2) Instead of just focusing on two individual articles, you could read several articles from each source following the larger “story.”  So you might read several articles about Lee in Pioneer Press and several from the Twin Cities Daily Planet.
In your 1-2 page micro-research report, address these questions:

1) Do these news outlets rely on different types of sources?  Does either seem to rely more heavily on “official” sources (i.e. elected officials, academic experts, legal experts)? 

2) Does the writing or presentation style differ among the two outlets?  Do they both attempt to present an “objective” point of view?  For each source that does attempt to appear “objective,” describe what it is that makes it seem objective.   For non-objective sources, describe what it is that indicates it is not trying to be objective.  
3) What are the main differences in the way these two outlets present the story?  Do they offer different emphases on how the story affects certain groups of people?  Do they use different words or phrases that indicate different attitudes towards their subjects? (for instance, one source might refer to a group as “terrorists” while another uses the label “insurgents” or “rebels”.)   Does one source present the story as more important to their news agenda than the other?  If this is the case, how is that conveyed? 

4) What factors do you think might account for the differences between news outlets? 
Tips for finding alternative news sources ---

If you are looking for a specific type of source from a certain region, you can try using a search engine.  For instance, searching for “Native American newspaper Minneapolis” will lead to you the website for The Circle News.

Also for local news, you can try The Twin Cities Daily Planet (http://www.tcdailyplanet.net/), which brings together stories from many alternative local sources, or go to their list of media partners (http://www.tcdailyplanet.net/about/partners) to browse.  However, many important local alternative media sources are not partners with the Daily Planet, so don’t rely on this as a comprehensive guide.   

I recommend starting with an alternative source, looking through it to get to know its style, then selecting a story that you think would also be covered by other outlets.   
